Vacated Order No. 2002587 alleged a violation of section
75.316 because WCC had failed to follow its approved ventila-
tion plan by not providing crosscuts at or near the face of
each entry before the entries were abandoned.  The order states
that there is no evidence to show that it was unsafe to develop
the required crosscuts.  MSHA considered the violation to have
been serious, to have been associated with a high degree of neg-
ligence, and proposed a penalty of $5,000 which WCC has agreed
to pay in full.  Inasmuch as MSHA properly proposed a large pen-
alty which WCC has agreed to pay in full, no discussion is re-
quired to justify acceptance of the settlement proposal with re-
spect to vacated Order No. 2002587.

Vacated Order No. 2002588 alleged that a violation of sec-
tion 75.316 occurred because WCC had frequently failed to keep
in a closed position the ventilation doors which had been in-
stalled in 1 South between 1 East and 1 West,  MSHA considered
the violation to have been very serious, to have been associated
with a high degree of negligence, and proposed a penalty of
$8,000, whereas WCC has agreed to pay a reduced penalty of
$2,500.  A reduction is justified in this instance because the
language used in citing the violation speaks of "numerous oc-
casions during the course of last year" when the doors were not
closed-  If a hearing had been held, it is doubtful that MSHA
would have been able to prove that the doors were open at the
time the explosion occurred so as to support a finding that
failure to keep the doors closed specifically contributed to
the cause of the explosion.

Vacated Order No. 2002589 alleged a violation of section
75.305 because WCC's section foreman admitted that he did not
examine at least one entry of each intake and return air course
in its entirety when he made a weekly examination for hazardous
conditions.  The section foreman traveled in the track entry
and made intermittent examinations of the intake and return
entries.  MSHA considered the violation to have been very seri-
ous, to have been associated with a high degree of negligence,
and proposed a penalty of $8,000, whereas WCC has agreed to pay
a reduced penalty of $2,500.  A substantial reduction is war-
ranted in this instance because the section foreman's failure
to examine the intake and return entries in their entirety dur-
ing a weekly inspection could hardly be shown to have directly
contributed to the explosion.

Vacated Order No. 2002590 alleged a violation of section
75.303 because WCC's personnel were not making preshift examina-
tions on each shift prior to the entrance of miners into 2 South
for the purpose of removing mining equipment during a 2-week
period in late August and early September 1980. MSHA considered
the violation to have been extremely serious, to have been
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